Name:______________________________________________

FINGERPRINTING LAB PROCEDURES

Take a visible fingerprint

1. Make a graphite “ink” pad by rubbing your pencil lead on a small piece of paper.

2. Choose which hand from which you will be taking fingerprints and circle in fingerprinting chart. 

3. Roll and press pad of finger firmly on graphite pad.

4. Transfer the print to the corresponding box on the fingerprinting chart by placing a strip of transparent tape along the length of the finger pad, gently lift tape from finger, and place tape with fingerprint in appropriate box.  

5. Repeat this procedure with each finger.

6. Examine each fingerprint and record on worksheet a description of patterns that are seen (curvy lines, circles, arches, etc.)

7. Identify the official pattern name of each print using the provided fingerprint pattern chart and record in bottom section of chart.  

Take a latent fingerprint

1. Label underside of black card with your name.

2. Roll and press Index finger on clear plastic sheet.

3. Dust print with powder

4. Transfer print to black card by placing a strip of transparent tape along the dusted print, gently lift tape from plastic, and place tape with fingerprint on card. 

Identify latent print

1. Divide into groups of two

2. Shuffle latent prints being careful not to reveal the names on the cards

3. Examine each of the latent fingerprints. Compare and contrast the visible fingerprints with the unidentified latent fingerprints (Reminder: Index finger). 

4. Determine the identity of the latent fingerprints and discuss your reasoning with your group.

5. Flip over the black cards and reveal the identity of the latent fingerprints. 

6. Glue your latent fingerprint card in the space provided on your fingerprinting worksheet.  

